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and that can be succored without passing the seas. In these things we found such disadvantages as have been the undoing of our expeditions. Instead of the departure from this broken dominion we had in France his Majesty hath brought another whole kingdom to England ; undivided from us either in amity or seat; from whence we have these benefits. The back-door that was open in the assistance of our enemies, both to offend us and to divert our attempts from them, is now open to us, and bis Majesty hath the key of it. It saves us the money and the men that we were forced to employ in a second army for the withstanding the invasion of that side, and not saves us it only, but renders it to bestow in undertakings of profit which we were wont to spend upon defenses of loss. We have another valiant nation to assist us, whose service in the Low Country wars hath often and always given us this testimony of their affection and faithfulness even in Queen Elizabeth's time, that in every national quarrel between us and others, which hath many times happened between the French and us, they have voluntarily and bravely sided with us, making that danger common both to themselves and us which was drawn out but particularly against the English. The joining of Scotland hath made us an entire island, which by nature is the best fortification and the most capable of all the advantages of strength that can by art be added unto nature; whereby we may be able at one and the same time both to undertake any action abroad and defend ourselves at home without either much danger or great cost.
2. By reason his Majesty hath the neighborhood of the powerfulest nation at the sea that now is in the world, at his devotion; a people by nature more worthy our credit than any other; "the use of whose neighborhood our own histories will commend unto us, if we inquire of the ages past, even then when they wanted that powerof policy, and set down a note of his conclusions. For the drawing up therefore of a shortme other year for some attempt not spoken of now."
